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SECTION 1 

Introduction  
The Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ) monitors 15 mainstream 
news outlets in Zimbabwe, 11 in print, three radio stations and one television 
station. In its monitoring, MMPZ identifies trends in the media’s presentation 
of news. Through analysing these trends, MMPZ hopes to enhance the 
public’s understanding of the news and provide a mirror for the media to 
introspect on representations in the news.  
 
While the previous edition of Media Reflections analysed trends in the 
personalities who made the news, this report looks at issues that were 
covered by the media. Identifying these issues helps highlight the news 
values used by the media to determine what makes the news. It also 
highlights whether there is diversity in the issues being prioritised in various 
sections of the news.  

What was covered by the media?  
This edition of Media Reflections looks at the issues that appeared in the 
media during the week of 18-24 September 2015. The report gives an 
analysis of the stories that were the subject of news. It also identifies the top 
issues in the media and tries to identify patterns in the issues that made 
headlines across the monitored media and in various sections of their 
publications and news bulletins. To find out the trending issues in various 
sections of the media, the stories were placed into four broad categories; 
Politics and Governance, Social, Business and Economy and   Sport.  

Which stories got media coverage? 
During the period under review 759 stories were monitored. The stories were 
distributed as shown in Fig.1. The social news category had the most stories 
during the monitored period. This category mainly included stories on Service 
Delivery; Crime and Court; Religion, Arts and Culture and Gender related 
stories. 
 
Fig.1 Distribution of stories per category 
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Stories that fell within the Business and Economy category were a close 
second; these stories included Investments, Industry and Commerce, Mining 
and those that commented on the state of the Zimbabwean economy. In third 
place were stories on politics and governance, which were dominated by 
factional battles within the ruling party. The sports section was a distant fourth 
as it only had a few issue based reports.  
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SECTION 2  

What the media wrote on?  
In the different media platforms that were monitored, the Social news category 
alternated the lead with the business and economy category. The Social news 
category carried the most stories in the daily papers and radio stations. The 
Business and Economy section dominated the Weeklies and on ZTV.  The 
Politics and Governance category was a consistent third in the dailies, 
weeklies and radio stations; it was only on TV that it came in second. Last in 
all categories was the sports category. This is shown in Fig. 2 below.  
 
Fig.2 Top stories per category on different media platforms 
  
# Daily 

newspapers 
Weekly 
newspapers 

Radio stations Television 
(ZTV1) 

     
1 Social Business and 

Economy 
Social Business 

and 
Economy 

2 Business  Social Business and 
Economy 

Politics and 
Governance  

3 Politics and 
Governance  

Politics and 
Governance  

Politics and 
Governance  

Social 

4 Sport Sport Sport Sport 
 
To put Fig.2 into perspective, Fig .3 highlights the prominence given to the 
different categories on different media platforms. The dailies gave significantly 
more coverage to Social issues than the other media platforms monitored. On 
the other platforms social issues and those on Business and Economy got 
relatively more media coverage.  
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Fig.3 Distribution of stories per category on the monitored media platforms  
 

 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
	  
	  



	   6	  

SECTION 3  

Top issues per category  

Politics and Governance  
MMPZ observed that the issues that topped the Politics and Governance 
category were uniform throughout the different media platforms with just a 
variation in the ranking order. Alleged factional battles within ZANU-PF 
between Vice President Emmerson Mnangagwa and the “G40” and talks of a 
coalition between the Joice Mujuru led People First party and Morgan 
Tsvangirai’s MDC-T contributed immensely to the large number of stories on 
party politics. However, while party politics was the most topical issue in the 
print media, it was not as topical in the electronic media where it did not make 
the top–five. Both radio and TV gave the most prominence to issues of 
International Relations particularly President Mugabe’s visit to New York for 
the United Nations General Assembly Summit. The other issues that received 
the media’s attention are shown in Fig.4.  
 
Fig.4 Top politics and governance issues 
  
# Daily Newspapers Weekly 

Newspapers  
ZTV Radio  

1 Party Politics  Party politics  International 
Relations  

National 
Security; 
International 
Relations; 
Parliament  

2 Corruption Governance 
Issues  

Health Corruption 

3 International Relations  Political 
Campaigns  

By-elections  Energy  

4 Governance Issues  By-Elections    
5 Local Governance     

 N.B Health and Energy stories that were classified under Politics and 
Governance were strictly to do with government policies and not particularly 
on the delivery of these services. Those that focused on service delivery were 
classified as Social news. 

Social 
Health issues were covered frequently across all the media platforms. It 
ranked the highest in the daily newspapers and the three radio stations 
monitored. It was marginally second in the weeklies section in which it was 
edged out by issues of Religion, Arts and Culture. Health stories were mainly 
on the Rubella/Measles vaccination campaign.  As shown in fig.5, issues of 
fundamental importance to members of the public dominated this category. 
These issues include; service delivery, human rights and the plight of 
marginalized groups in the Zimbabwean society. It also carried many reports, 
which exposed criminal activity and delinquent behaviour; these were 
particularly prominent in the daily newspapers. Stories on the empowerment 
of women appeared on radio numerous times.  
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Fig.5 Top social Issues in social news 
  
# Daily 

Newspapers 
Weekly Newspapers  ZTV Radio 

1 Health Religion, Arts and 
Culture 

Environment; 
Education; 
Children’s 
Rights; 
Energy: 
Religion; 
Arts and 
Culture  
  

Health 

2 Crime and 
Courts  

Health  Education 

3 Religion, Arts 
and Culture  

Education  Water and 
Sanitation 

4 Labour  Crime and Courts   Children’s 
Rights  

5 Corruption Media Issues   Gender 

Business and Economy  
This category was dominated by stories on the state of the country’s economy 
especially those that spoke about economic decline and the country’s 
economic outlook. It should also be noted that while reports on the state of the 
economy were prominent, the media also covered developments in the mining 
and agriculture sectors as well as investment opportunities. The top Business 
and Economy stories are highlighted in fig. 6 below.  
 
Fig.6 Top business and Economy issues 
  
# Daily 

Newspapers 
Weekly Newspapers  ZTV Radio 

1 State of the 
Economy 

State of the Economy Investments; 
Agriculture  

Investments; 
Mining; State 
of the 
economy 

2 Agriculture  Agriculture; 
Investments 

Mining; 
Government 
Policy; 
industry and 
Commerce  

Investments 

3 Investments  Mining; Housing; 
Government Policy 

 Agriculture  

4 Mining    
5 Energy    
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Sport 
 
The sports section had the least number of issue based stories. Most of the 
reports in this category were centered on personalities and the progress of 
certain clubs, which made it difficult to classify them as issues. However in the 
stories that were monitored Administrative issues dominated the news. Fig. 7 
illustrates this.  
   
Fig.7 Top issues in sports news  
 
# Daily Newspapers Weekly Newspapers  ZTV  
1 Administration  Administration; 

Corruption 
Corruption  

2 Corruption Labour; Education; Chibuku 
Road to fame  

Paralympic 
Games  

3 Sports procedures    
4 Chibuku Super Cup    
 
 
Maladministration at the Zimbabwe Football Association (ZIFA) was the most 
topical issue in the sports section; there were reports of protests against ZIFA 
president Cuthbert Dube who is seeking re-election despite allegations that he 
used money from the Premier Service Medical Aid Society (PSMAS) to fund 
ZIFA operations.  
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SECTION 4 
 

Prominence 
 
The visibility of top stories allows the media to set the agenda for issues 
talked about by the media. Front pages and top stories in the broadcast media 
are the most visible and therefore attract the attention of the media outlet’s 
audience. It is for this reason that MMPZ decided to observe the issues that 
have been awarded top story or front-page status by the media.  
 
Apart from story placement, important issues of the day are also given more 
prominence in editorial comments of newspapers in which the paper defines 
its position on the matter. Sometimes, experts and opinion leaders are given 
space by the publication to give an in-depth analysis or interpret certain 
issues in their personal capacities for the media outlets’ readers. This 
research also set out to identify the particular issues that were covered in 
opinion pieces and in the monitored publications’ editorial comments. 

Front pages and top stories  
 
MMPZ observed that stories on Politics and Governance dominated the front 
pages of newspapers and top stories in news bulletins in the broadcast 
media. This category made up more than half of the stories that appeared on 
front pages.  Social news was a distant second whilst business and economy 
came in third. During the week under review the sports category did not have 
any stories on the front page of the newspapers or in top stories of the 
broadcast media. This is shown in fig. 8 below. 
 
 
Fig.8 Distribution of front page/ top stories  
 

 
 
While Politics and Governance was the most prominent category overall, this 
was not the case within the different media platforms where there was no 
single category that was dominant. In the dailies, Politics and Governance 
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was the most prominent category but in the weeklies Business and Economy 
ranked first. On radio Social news was the most covered. On TV, politics and 
governance and Business and Economy were tied for first. This relationship is 
shown in fig. 9. 
 
Fig.9 Distribution of front page/top stories on the different media platforms  
 

 
 

Opinion Pieces and Editorial Comments 
 
During the monitored period Politics and Governance and Social news 
received the most coverage in opinion pieces and editorial comments in both 
the dailies and weeklies. The Business and Economy section was third in both 
media platforms while the sports category was rarely covered in opinion 
pieces and editorial comments. The weekly newspapers carried more opinion 
pieces and editorial commentaries than the dailies. This is illustrated in Fig.10.  
 
Fig.10 Top Issues in opinions and editorial comments  
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SECTION 5 
 

Reflections  
 
During the period under review trends that appeared in the news media 
showed that: 

• What was classified as social news had numerically the most number 
of stories of all news stories, with business news coming in second 

• Although politics had less number of stories in the whole paper/bulletin, 
they were more prominent as there were more of these stories on the 
front pages and in opinion pieces 

• Various news media prioritise different issues; daily newspapers more 
often than not focus on politics and governance issues on their front 
pages, weekly newspapers focus on business and the economy, while 
social issues topped radio news.  

• Sports news had the least number of stories in all the media monitored 
 
 

 
 

Talking Point  
 Are the topical issues that appear in the news what the members of the 

public want to read? 
 

In the next issue  
After identifying the issues that make the news in Zimbabwe, the next 
edition of Media Reflections will look at the geographical locations that 
are the subject of news in the local media. This will help reflect the 
scope of their coverage.  
 
This publication was circulated by the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe; 38 Harvey Brown; 
Milton Park; Harare Mobile Number: 0778938522 Email: monitors@mmpz.org.zw Facebook: 
Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe: Feedback is welcome  
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Media Monitored 
 

Electronic media  Daily newspapers  Weekly Newspapers  
Government-
controlled  

Commercial  
Radio  
Stations  

Government-
controlled  

Privately-
owned  

Government-
controlled  

Privately owned  

• ZTV 
• Spot 

FM 

• Star 
FM 

• ZiFM 

• The 
Herald  

• Chronicle  

• Daily 
News 

• News
Day 

• The 
Sunday 
Mail 

• Sunday 
News  

• Manica 
Post  

• Daily News 
on Sunday  

• Financial 
Gazette 

• The 
Standard 

• Zimbabwe 
Independent  

 
 


